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ICE INVESTIGATION RESULTS IN 50-YEAR SENTENCE 

FOR CHILD SEX ABUSER 

BISMARCK, N.D. — A Dickinson man was sentenced to 50 
years in prison today for sexually exploiting minors and 
possessing child pornography, following an investigation 
conducted by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) special agents. 

Todd C. Zastoupil, 32, was sentenced by U.S. District Court 
Chief Judge Daniel L. Hovland to 50 years in prison for 
sexually exploiting minors, to run concurrently with a 20-year 
sentence for possessing material involving sexually exploiting 
minors. Both sentences are the statutory maximum length 
allowed by law. 

A videotape of Zastoupil sexually abusing two children under the age of 10 was discovered in his 
residence in September 2004. Law enforcement officers were subsequently given permission to 
search the home, where they found additional videotapes and photographs containing child 
pornography. 

“These are serious prison sentences, and they reflect the seriousness of the crimes,” said Resident 
Agent-in-Charge Michael Mach of the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) office in 
Grand Forks. “We can all rest a little easier knowing this man won’t be able to hurt children any 
more.” 

Zastoupil was a registered sex offender even before he was arrested for the current crimes, the result 
of a previous Stark County conviction for an offense involving a minor. 
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ICE agents and the Dickinson Police Department officers investigated the case with assistance from 
the Stark County State’s Attorney’s Office. Assistant U.S. Attorneys Clare Hochhalter and Lynn 
Jordheim prosecuted the case. 

Zastoupil’s arrest is part of Operation Predator, a nationwide ICE initiative to protect children from 
sexual predators, including those who travel overseas for sex with minors, Internet child 
pornographers, criminal alien sex offenders, and child sex traffickers. Since Operation Predator was 
launched in July 2003, ICE agents have arrested more than 5,800 individuals, including 18 in North 
Dakota. 

ICE encourages the reporting of suspected child predators and any suspicious activity through its 
toll-free hotline at 1-866-DHS-2ICE. Investigators staff this hotline around the clock. 

Suspected child sexual exploitation or missing children may be reported to the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children, an Operation Predator partner, at 1-800-843-5678 or 
http://www.cybertipline.com. 
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U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security. ICE is comprised of five integrated divisions that form a 21st century law 
enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 

http://www.ice.gov/graphics/exec/leaving.asp?http://www.cybertipline.com

